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4 R ISH Collieries 


C ANAL defended, c. 


EXT to thoſe unhappy Mixtures in the 
human Mind, of extenſive Knowledge and 
dangerous Errors, much Wit and little 
| Judgment, &c. I know none fo unhappy, 
as a laudable Warmth for the good of our Coun- 
try, and eſpouſing Meaſures and Opinions, that will 
| Inevitably diſtreſs it. Vet it is certain, this laſt, is 
the Caſe of Numbers of Men of all Parties among 
0a and ciel faourable Opinion I can enter- 
tain, of the Author of the Letter I am about to 
anſwer, is, that however good, he may aſſure us, 
his Intentions are, his Method of purſuing them, 


is Faulty and Exceptionable to the higheſt De- 
Free. | Sa 
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For fear the publick Good, expected from the 
T'\rone Collieries ſhould be hurt or miſmanaged, he 
has done his utmoſt, to deſtroy and overturn it en- 
tirely; and has attack'd the Proprietors of the 
Tyrone Collieries, and the Gentlemen who were en- 
truſted with the Execution of the Canal, as if their 
Errors were abſolutely irretrievable, and the whole 
Deſign deſperate. 

I am ſure if his Inſinuations were juſt, it would 
be one of the greateſt Misfortunes, that our worſt 
Enemies could wiſh to befal us, and I can hardly 
conceive that he could either perſuade himſelf, or 
labour ſo much to bring over others to his Opinion, 
unleſs he ſecretly wiſh'd, to have Things in as bad a 
Condition, as he repreſents them. | 

Had he aim'd at the real Service of our Country, 
he ſhould have wrote with leſs Warmth and mote 
Diffidence and Caution, and not endeavour'd to in- 
fluence our Paſſions, when he ought only to direct 
our Judgments. He could not be ſo ignorant, as 
not to know, what a Diſtruſt his deſperate Way of 
Writing, would neceſſarily create in the Minds of 
ſuch, as are too apt to think the worft of all public 
Undertakings ; and the Coldneſs, not to ſay the 
Averſion this might produce, to (one of the hope- 
fulleſt Attempts to help this Country) our Canals and 
our Collieries. | | 1 

But inſtead of Complaints and Expoſtulations, I 
hope to give ſuch fair and candid Accounts, of both 
thoſe intereſting Affairs, as muſt fully ſilence the 
Malevolence of our Enemies, and the Doubts of 
our Friends. | f 

As to the Upper Canal, it is well known, that it 
was fully intended to be finiſh'd the laſt Summer, 
and that the whole of it had been compleated, or 
nearly compleated, if the exceſſive Rains which con- 
tinued for ſeveral Months, had not prevented it. 
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As to the Collieries, one of them is already ſet 
on Foot, in the moſt effectual Manner; a ſecond is 
far advanced, and Preparations are making for fix- 
ing a Fire Engine on a Third, which 1s that on the 
Lord Primate's Eſtate. No Coſt or Pains have 
been ſpared on the Part of the Proprietors, and tho' 
there are at preſent, only two Companies formed, 
who are now at Work on different Collieries, yet as 
Coal has been happily diſcovered, on the Eſtates of 
ſome neighbouring Gentlemen, it is not to be 
doubted, that ſeveral other Collierics will ſoon be 
ſet to Work, for the Service of Ireland. 

But be this as it will, I mult let this ſagacious Let- 
ter-writer know, that Coals are now actually raiſed, 
in great Quantities, and of different Kinds ; ſuch as 
will be greedily bought up at Dublin, and yet let the 
Demand for them there, be ever ſo high, it is certain 
and undeniable, that we ſhall be able to ſend up as 
many thouſand Tuns, as they can poſſibly have 
occaſion for. Theſe are great and comfortable Pro- 


ſpects for the Kingdom, as well as the Proprietors, 


and I am at a Loſs to conceive, how the Author of 
the Letter could entertain ſo many Doubts of ſo de- 
monſtrable a Point. 

His Queries are a Proof. that he is not unac- 
quainted with Colliery Affairs, and it is as evident, 
that he cannot but know in ſome Mealure, the State 
of the Tyrone Collieries. | 

This gives Ground to ſuſpect, as I already hint- 
ed, that he does not write to be informed, but to 
inflame and enrage ; to ſow Diſtruſt and Diſcord be- 
twixt the Proprictors in the firſt Place, and in the 
next berween them and the Navigation Board. 
To the Latter he has inſinuated, that the Tyrone 
Collieries will be deficient in Quantity or Quality, if 
not in both: To the former, that let the Collieries 
be what they will, no proper navigable Canal can 
ever be made, If either of thefe Facts were true, 


the 
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the Publick have been exceſſively impos'd on, and 
then the wiſer Way would be, for the Board to ſto 
their hand ar leaſt, and not proceed a ſtep further ; 
but both being utterly falſe, and inconteſtably ſo; 
who but an Enemy would have taken the Pains he 
has done, to foment Jealouſies, where the utmoſt 
Harmony, and the molt entire good Underſtanding, 
are eflentially neceflary tor our common Intereſts. 
Whoever this Author may be, whether Envy or 
III-will, Miſtake or Malice, have given Birth 
to his intemperate Production, I ſhall not cxa- 
mine. My honeſt Comfort, and that of the 
Friends of this Kingdom muſt be, that the Alarm 
he has endeavoured to raiſe, muſt die away of itſelf, 
when the whole of the Facts are fully underſtood 
and clearly explained. This I ſhall here endeavour 
to do, with all the Calmneſs and Candour, a Man 
who pretends to be a Lover of Truth and his 
Country, ſhould make uſe of, and who has an equal 
Contempt for the Meanneſs of a Lie, whether it be 
contriv'd to favour or hurt us. | 
Now as the Author has thought fit, to reduce the 
Subſtance of his Pamphlet to Twenty-one Queries, 
TI muſt obſerve, that ſuch of them as concern the Na- 
vigation Board, I ſhall leave chiefly to be anſwer'd 
by their Director; which I take for granted, can be 
done effectually, if they are of weight enough to de- 
ſerve it. As to thoſe which concern the Collieries 
and their Proprietors, I think the faireſt Method I 
can take, 1s to follow our Author in that Track in 
which he has laid the Way, to re-print the Queries 
Word for Word, and to give to each of them ſo di- 
ſtinct and direct an Anſwer, as ſhall quite cut off all 
Reply, if he has any Regard to Decency or Truth. 
*Tis to be hop'd, this will be done, as ſatisfactory 
and fully, as is here promis'd ; but it muſt be pro- 
mis'd, that if any thing be found wanting, it ſhould 
be imputed to the ſhortneſs of Time allowed me. 
1 It 


BY 


It was not thought expedient, to ſuffer ſuch an In- 
vective to remain un-an{wered, even for a ſingle 
Day, had it been poſſible to have prepared a proper 
Reply, at ſo ſudden a Warning. That it would 
get Poſſeſſion of the unwary and injudicious, the 
malevolent or querulovs Part of Mankind is too ob- 
vious. This, as J have already obſerv'd, was in all 
Likelihood, chiefly intended by it, and might Oc- 
caſion its being publiſh'd at this J uncture; and as it 
had too viſible a Tendency, to expoſe to Obloquy 
certain Gentlemen, who arc conſcious of no other 
Fault in what they have done, with regard to their 
Collieries, but that of devoting to the Service of the 
Publick, not only their beſt Endeavours, but their 
Money alſo; it was highly ungenerous, as well as 
unjuſt. They agreed to lay out gooo J. as a fair 
Beginning on this Undertaking, and of that, they 
have actually expended 6090 /. and this ſingle Con- 
ſideration may ſatisfic any unprejudiced Man, that 
they mult for their own Sakes have done their utmoſt, 
to bring their noble Deſign to Perfection. Nay, let 
me add here with that honeſt Emotion, which every 
candid Man mult tee], where real Services are repaid 
with Injuries ; that if thoſe Gentlemen had failed in 
their generous and well delign'd Attempt, they ought 
rather to be honour'd and aſſiſted by the Publick, 
than reproach'd and inſulted for it. But when every 
thing they have ſet about, and the whole of their un- 
dertaking is in ſo proſperous a Way, and fo near 
being pertected : When it amounts to a Certainty, 
that the Expectations of the Publick cannot be tru- 
ſtrated, but by Dclays and Negletts of others, for 
which thoſe Gentlemen are no ways accountable ; it 
will be hard to imagine how an ingenugus Mind, 
could ever think of oppoſing or decrying their honcit 
and uſetul Labours. 


But it is Time to haſten to his Queris, and the 
firſt is this. 
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Query IJ. What has been the Expence of the 
Northern Canals, and if the Publick had any other 
Intent, in that great Work, than the immediate ſup- 
plying of Dublin, and other Parts of the Eaſtern 
Coaſts of the Kingdom, with Coals from your 
Works? 

How the Proprietors are concern'd in this Que- 
ſtion, I cannot ſee, unleſs to acknowledge their 
Obligations, to work their Collieries as effectually, and 
to ſell their Coals as cheaply as can be, both which 
they are reſolved to do. As for the Expence of the 
Canal, it is quite unknown to them, and can only 
be determin*d by the Books of the Navigation Board, 
to which I therefore refer this ſagacious Examiner 
into other People's Affairs. 

Query II. What Works have you carried on, 
and brought to Perfection, in order to anſwer that 
Intention? 

To this 'tis replied, that a conſiderable Work has 
been carried on, in the Stewart's Town Colliery, an 
under-ground Level has been driven, walled and 
arched 1300 Yards in Length. A Water Engine 1s 
alſo erected there, the Wheel of which is 39 Feet in 
Diameter, an unexampled Thing in this Part of the 
World. The Water is pumped up, thro' two ſets of 
Pumps of caſt Metal, the firſt of their Kind, that 
have been made in Ireland. The Bore of the Pumps is 
9 Inches and 3 Quarters wide; and the Power of this 
Engine is ſuch, that it will diſcharge from the Depth 
of 105 Yards if neceſſary, eight Hogſheads of Water 
every Minute it is kept at Work. The Engine Pit, 
which is 71 Yards deep, and two other Shafts or 
Coal Pits near adjoining, are brick'd from Top to 
Bottom. 

The Water for the Wheel, is convey'd to it from 
the Torrent River, by an expenſive Cut, above a 
Mile in Length, and as it is carried over an Hill, 

there was a Neceſſity to form an Aqueduct, ſup- 
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ported by 14 Stone Pillars, each of them 21 Feet in 
heighth. By the working of this Wheel, the whole 
of the Coal in that Colliery, that lies above che Le- 
vel of the Engine Pit, will be laid dry ; and there 
are other Sorts of Coal, as effectually drained, by 
the underground Level. In a 3d Work it is con- 
teſt, that the Water at preſent is drawn up, only by 
an Horle Engine. The Shafts in thoſe Works now 
in Readineſs. are not fewer in Number than 15, and 
I muſt tell this officious Queriſt (whether to his Joy 
or Mortification I know not) that with the neceſſary 
Encreaſe of Hands, 109 Tun of Coals, may be 
raiſed in theſe Works, every 24 Hours. 

Query III. Are not 20 Years clapſed, ſince the 
Beginning the Canal, and what Coals have been 
ſent to Dublin, from any of your Collieries in all 
that Time ? 

To this it is anſwer'd, that if many more Years 
had elapſed ſince the Beginning the Canal, that does 
in no Shape relate to the Proprietors of the Tyrone 
Collieries. Does the Queriſt imagine ( as he deals 
much in imagining) that the Coals could be brought 
to Dublin, before the Canals were finiſh'd ? or does 
he think that like our Sheep or our Bullocks, they 
would carry themſelves, to the Market. Beſides, 
I muſt tell this very odd Gentleman, who pretends 
ſometimes ſo much Ignorance, and at other Times 
boaſts of ſo much Knowledge, in our Colliery Af- 
fairs, that till within this three Years, no Compa- 
ny was form'd, ſo as to be binding to the Parties, 
nor no joint Stock ſettled, to carry on their Buſineſs 
with, which now I mult tell him for his, or at leaſt 
for our great Comfort, is compleatly done. 

As to the Cargoes of Coal ſent to Dublin, 'tis 
allowed that only four or five were brought thi- 


ther; and thoſe barely by way of ſhewing, the dif- 
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ferent Kinds to be had, and the Goodneſs of them. 
The Reaſon no more were ſent is obvious, for the 
Expence of Land Carriage 1s ſo great, that it has 
338 and ever will prevent, the bringing 1 
arge Quantities thither, till the Canal is finiſh'd, 
which it is to be hoped for the Intereſt of Ireland, 
and to oblige the Queriſt, it will ſoon be. 

Query IV. Have you ſatisfied the Publick, that 
you have in your Power a ſufficient Quantity of 
Coal, anſwerable to the Demand that there will be for 
it? 

To this 'tis replied, that ſatisfactory Proof of that 
Point, was made before the Houſe of Commons, 
the latter End of the laſt Seſſions: And if the Que- 
riſt had conſulted their printed Votes, he might have 
ſaved the Labour, of making ſo needleſs an Enqui- 
ry here. But to ſilence ſuch Doubters, if they are 
not prejudiced againſt the Force of all Conviction, 
this ſhall be made ſtill more manifeſt, by the anſwer 
to ſome following Queries, over and above all that 
is ſaid already. 

Query V. If your Quantity 1s ſufficient, will it 
anſwer in point of Goodneſs, ſo as to be ſaleable in 
Dublin? 

The Reply is ſhort and plain. There are three diffe- 
rent Sorts of Coal in the Stewari's Town Works, and 
as they are all uſeful and excellent in their different 
Ways, it is unqueſtionable and certain, that there 
mult be a very quick Sale of them in Dublin, Drog- 
heda, and where-ever they are carried along 4 


Eaſtern Coaſt, 


Query VI. Have you any of the caking Coal, 
and how near does it lie to the Head of the Ca- 
nal ? 

The anſwer to this is, as full and expreſs, as the 
friendly Queriſt could wiſh it, and perhaps more ſo. 
There is in the Lord Primate's and Mr. Knox*s Col- 


lieries, 
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lieries, an immenſe Fund of caking Coal, and it 
lies at the Diſtance of about 5005 Yards from the 
Place appointed, for the Head of the Canal. 

Query VII. Have you any of this Coal, ex- 
cept in a ſmall Tract of the Lord Primatc's Ef- 
-  Þ 

This is not ſo puzzling a Queſtion as the Que- 
riſt and ſome good People like him think, who 
would fain decry our home Collieries. But I mult 
tell him, and his worthy Friends. what is a real Fact, 
that beſides a large Fund of caking Fund, (tho? of 
a weaker Quality) in the Stewart's Town Works, 
the Lord Primate's has been proved, to have Coal 
in it of the caking Kind, quite equal in all good 
Qualities, to the beſt Vhitebaven Coal, and that it 
extends at leaſt a Mile Square. The ſame Kind ot 
Coal, has been alſo traced into the adjoining Lands 
of Thomas Knox, Eſq; and probably will be found 
to run ſeveral miles Eaſt and Weſt, both of the 
Lord Primate's and Mr. Knox's Collierics, ſo that 
Nature has largely provided for us, if we are not 
wanting to ourſelves, - 

Query VIII. Is there any Likelihood, that there 
is in this Tract of Ground a Sufficiency for the ſup: 
plying the Demand you expect will be made for it, 
in the City of Dublin ? 

This I will preſume to ſay, with the Qucriſt's 
Favour, is another very idle and needleſs Queſtion ; 
for all who fully know theſe Collieries, could have 
anſwer'd it in the Affirmative, had he not been ro6 
angry, or too haſty for the Enquiry, This has alſo 
been aſſerted, in the Reply to ſome former Queries, 
and it is undoubted, that there is a Certainty, not 
only as to the Goodneſs, but as to the Quantity ot 
the caking Coal, and that it will both deſerve tlic 


Preference, and be equal to any Demand that can b- 
made for i. 
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Qucry IX. Is not the Diſtance of this Coal, at 
leaſt, three Miles from the Head of the Canal, and 
will not the Expence of the Land Carriage, make 
it impracticable to have it fold at Dublin, at an un- 
derate to that of the Whitehaven Coal ? 

As to the Diſtance of the Lord Primate's Coal, 
from the Head of the Car al, which the Queriſt 
males ſuch a Noiſe with, it has been owned already, 
to be nearly three Miles. But as great a Difficulty, 
as the wiſe Queriſt would have this appear, it is by 


no Means unſurmountable. The Expence of this 


Land Carriage may undoubtedly be reduced by a 
Waggon Way, ſo as to underſe] the Whitehaven 
Collicries, or at leaſt reduce their Prices conſider- 
ably. 

Sow X. Have you a Deſcent fora Waggon 
Way, and if there is, at whoſe Expence will it be 
made, and at what Price will the Coal be put on 
Board, at the Head of the Canal, in order to its be- 
ing brought to Dublin? | 

The Queriſt here has ſtumbled accidentally on a 
Queſtion of ſome Weight ; for tho? it is certain, 
tha. there is a proper Deſcent, and as eaſy and gra- 
dual as can be deſired, for a Waggon Way from the 
Pitts, on the Lord Primate's Eſtate to the Canal 
yet it is as true that the making that Way will be 
attended with ſome Expence. This it is obvious, 
muſt neceſſarily raiſe the Price of thoſe Coals in Pro- 
portion, unleſs our good Parliament ſhall (as they 
have never failed to do, upon the like important 
Occaſions, think proper to help the Proprietors, and 
eaſe that Burthen, by a very moderate Bounty, 
and in ſuch Caſe, thoſe Coals may be ſhipped on 
the Canal, at 6 Shillings per Tun, and poſſibly ſome- 
thing under, that Price. 

Query XI. Have you a Fire Engine, or what 
other Engine, for pumping up your Water, * = 

or 
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Lord Primate's Colliery, or by what Means, do you 
propoſe to carry on a Work of Conlequence 
there ? 

Tho? I believe the Queriſt very well knew, there 
is no Hire Engine at preſent, and perhaps imagined 
(as the Expence of that, with the Shafts and otiier 
Works, will come to full 2000 J.) that the Proprie- 
tors would not go into ſo large an Expence; yet I 
can poiitively aſſure him, he is deceived. A Fire 
Engine is very ſoon intended, to be erected in the 
Lord Primate's Colliery, and a Work will be ſet on 
foot there, ſo as to raiſe any Quantity of Coal im- 
mediately, which there can be a Demaad for. 
Bricks are burned in order to build a Fire-En- 
gine, in the mean Time (as was ſaid before) an 
Horſe Engine is ſet up (as I ſuppoſe the Queriſt 
knows) in order to draw off the Water. 

Query XII. Is not the Coal you now raiſe in the 
Stewart's Town Collieries, of a bad Quality, and 
fit only for the uſe of Smiths, or for the burning of 
Lime and Bricks ? | 

The Queriſt has been told already, that there are 
three different Sorts of Coal in thoſe Works, and 
that each of them will be undoubtedly faleable at 
Dublin. As to that Kind of Coal which is for the 
Uſe of Smiths, and for burning of Lime and Bricks, 
as it excells any imported, for every one of thoſe 
uſes, it is computed that no leſs than 20,000 Tuns 
of it, will be fold annually. As to the Kendal and 
the other Coal, of both which there is a great abun- 
dance in that Collicry, large Quantities of each will 
unqueſtionably be fold in Dublin to the vaſt Advan- 
tage of that City, and indeed of the whole King- 
dom. | | 

Query XIII. Is it not notorious to all that Coun- 
try, that you have no Body of Coal. to be depended 
on in any of the Works, you have within the Li- 

me, 
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mits of your Partnerſhip ; except perhaps, in the 
Lord Primate's Colliery ? and what can you ſay as to 
the Price the Lord Primate's Coal can be fold for 
in Dublin ? Wa 

The Queriſt here (whether thro' Miſinformation, 
or Malevolence, I cannot fay which) would miſlead 
his Readers, or is egregioufly Miſlead himſelf. But 
I muſt calmly but peremptorily tell him and them, 
that it is notorious to all, who have any ſufficient 
Knowledge in Coal Mines, and have viewed with 
Care and free from Prejudice, the Tyrone Collieries 
that there are immenſe Quantities of Coal, within 
the Limits of the two Companies. This has been 
already mentioned, in anfwer to a former Query, 
but there is no End of anſwering a buſy Imperti- 
nence, or a rooted, and perhaps, a Selt-intereſted Ma- 
levolence. As to the Price, for which the Lord 
Primate's Coal may be fold at Dublin, I wiſh it may 
not grieve the Queriſt, when I aſſure him, that the 
moſt exact Computations, do not make it exceed 12 
Shillings per Tun. | 

Query XIV. At what Time will you be prepared, 
to ſupply the City of Dublin with 20,000 Tun of 
Coal yearly ? 

I ſhall anſwer this Query I believe, quite contrary 
to the Letter-writers Expectations, tho* I will not 
ſay to his Hopes. Let him be told then once for all, 
that rhe ſeveral Collieries, now actually at Work, 
are fully prepared to ſupply their Countrymen with 
more than double that Quantity. of excellent 1: 
Coal, and this Account any one who pleaſes may 
on my Credit, publiſh either in Dublin or White- 
haven, or any other Place where he thinks it will be 
the moſt Agreeable. 

The Queriſt now quits his plauſible Objections to 
the Proprietors and the Coal of the Tyrove Works, 
and the kind Fears he manifeſts for their Intereſts, 


and 
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and Points his Batteries as this deep Polititian calls 
them, againſt the Canals ; and tho' this is a national 
Affair, in which the Proprietors can no ways be cal- 
led to defend themſelves, and which the Care of the 
Publick, will *tis hoped, ſoon render needleſs ; yet 
to leave the Letter-writer quite nonpluſt, I ſhall an- 
{wer every one of them, in the ſame candid open 
Manner, I did the following ones. 

His XVth. Query is as follows ; If you fay the 
Canals are imperfect and defective, is it not pro- 
perly your Buſineſs to repreſent this to the Naviga- 
tion Board? | 

To this it is anſwered, that it is to be hoped, the 
Proprietors know, and will follow their own Buſineſs 
and Intereſt, without wanting any Hints or Direc- 
tions from their good Friend the Queriſt. But Peo- 
ple who love to be meddling and complaining, 

where they have little to do, may be told, that 
an Account of the Imperfections and Defects of the 
Canal, was actually preſented to that worth 
Board ſometime ſince. Nay, I will give them fuller 
Information, and which poſlibly, they neither expec- 
ted, nor deſired to know; and that is, that there is 
no doubt, but that honourable Board, will thro? their 
uſual Regard to the national Intereſt, and the Pro- 
ſperity of our home Collieries, ſoon remedy every 
Defect complained of, and effectually remove all 
this ſagacious Gentleman's Concern for us. 

Query XVI. Is it true, that the high Level in the 
Newry Canal, can never be ſupplied with Water, fo 
as to make it navigable at all Times ; and if ſo, 
how is it poſſible that any Quantity of Coal, 


from any of your Collierics, can be brought to 
Dublin ? 


This Objection has been often made, and induſtri- 
ouſly propagated by People, who I verily believe, 
were not influenced by any Malevolence to the Col- 
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lieries or the Kingdom; but barely from their 
Fears of the Miſcarriage of ſo good and uſeful an 
Undertaking. I myſelf, for ſome Time, was alarm- 
ed, with Doubts on this Point, but Evidence and 
Reaſon ſoon removed them ; and I can now affirm 
of my own Knowledge, that the high Level in the 
Newry Canal, may be ſupplied with Water at all 
Times; and that the Board have given Directions, 
to have this done immediately, nor will the Expence 
be any way conſiderable. 

Query XVII. Are there not alſo other Obſtacles, 
and ſuch as cannot be removed, and which it is 
evident, from the Nature of them, will perpe- 
tually ſtop the Inland Navigation in dry Sea- 
ſons ? 

Here the Queriſt imagines with ſome Triumph, 
that Nature is as much againſt our envied Under- 
taking, as his Inclinations. But I will aſſure him 
he is here as much miſtaken as ever; for it has 
been carefully conſidered, by Perſons of the greateſt 
Judgment and Experience in ſuch Matters, and now 
agreed by all, that every Difficulty attending the In- 
land Navigation, in dry Seafons of the Year ; 
may certainly be obviated, and at no large Expence, 
conſidering the greatneſs of the Gain the Kingdom 
will reap by it. 

Query XVIII. Are there not Bars of Sand in 
Lough-neagh, before the Mouths of the Ban and 
Black-water, and how is it poſſible to remove 
them? 

Here are ſome more of our Author's invincible 
Difficulties, which his good will to us, has probably 
pick'd up, from vulgar Reports, and the Appre- 
henſions of People who are apt to be frighted at 
little Obſtacles, and inclined to Deſpair before they 
are in Danger. For tho' there are ſuch Bars as the 
Letter- writer mentions, yet it is abſolutely * 
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that they may be avoided, and the Navigation 
a- croſs the Lough Neagh, eaſily ſhortned and im— 
proved. In order to avoid that Bar, which lies 
at the Mouth of the Black water, there is a Cut 
already made from that River into the Lough. 
The other Bar may alſo be as eaſily avoided, 
by a Cut of the like Nature; a Plan of which, 
with an Eſtimate of the Expence, (which will be 
found inconſiderable) is prepar'd by the Direc- 
tor, and will ſoon be laid before the Board, for 
their Approbation. 

Query XIX. If theſe can be removed, is it 
practicable to raiſe Banks on the Sides of the Ban 
and Black-water, . where thoſe Rivers are made 
Part of the Inland Navigation, and without Banks 
for the Tracking of Boats, how is it poſivle to 
carry on the Inland Navigation ? 

This ic muſt be allowed is a real Difficulty, but 
not as great an one, as the Letter-writer would glad- 
ly make it. Indeed it muſt be confeit, that there 
are no Banks, along the Sides of the Ban and the 
 Black-water, . where thoſe Rivers are Part of the In- 
land N e but yet it is found by Experinece, 
that the Navigation is not greatly obſtructed by the 
want of tracking Paths, and it is now carried on by 
warping Poſts ſet up for that Purpoſe. It is un- 
doubted, however, that the Uſe of thoſe Paths, 
where they can be had, is very ſerviccable, and. I 
queſtion not, when our Coal Trade to Dublin is 
ſettled and compleated, theſe will in due Time be 
allo adjuſted, with little Expeace, and great Advan- 
tage to It. 

Query XX. As to the Locks already made, 
is there one of them ſo ſtanch as to hold Water, 


and is there not in every one of them, an immenſe 
Waſte of Water ? 
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The ſagacious Letter-writer, is here miſinform'd 
again, for the Locks lately made in the upper Canal, 
are all of them perfectly ſtaunch : As to the others, 
tho* ſome of them (chiefly through the Decay of 
the Timbers) are ſpouty, yet thoſe Defects are 
eaſily amended. A moderate Care will remedy 
what is faulty in them, and no Doubt, a few Re- 
pairs will prevent any Water, being loſt in dry 
Scaſons. 

Query XXI. If on the whole, the Canals can- 
not be compleated, and the Objections to the 


Collierics are not to be removed, how is it poſſible 


your Project ſhould ſucceed, or the Nation be bene- 
fitted by it ? | 

As this is the Letter-writers laſt Query, I am ſo 
pleaſed to have done with him, that I am loth to 
part with him in Anger, or heap Confuſion upon 
him. Yet I would be glad to know (by aſking 
him a Queſtion in my Turn) on what Account it is 
that he uſes the Expreſſions here, of your Project ? 
I think the Newry Canal was the Project of the 
whole Legiſlature, and the Intent of it, was the 
ſupplying Dublin with our own Coal. If this can 
be done (and I take upon me to ſay, nothing can 
prevent its being done, but our own too general 
and too frequent Supineneſs and Infatuation) ſure 
no-body need be aſhamed, to have projected, to 
have patroniz'd, or to have lent an helping Hand 
to ſo uſeful an Undertaking. It needs no great 


Skill in political Arithmetick, to compute what im- 


menſe Sums we ſhall ſave, and what extraordinary 
Advantages we ſhall actually gain by it, if once 
our own Coal can be brought to Dublin at moderate 
Prices. Nor is this all, for when we have acquir'd 
Skill and Experience by managing our Collieries 
in Tyrone, we may extend our Improvements, to 
other Parts of our Country. We have, it is well 
| known, 
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known, a conſiderable Number of Coal Mines, in 


many of our in-land Counties, which may in 


Time be opened here, as they have been gradua!l 
in England, in different Shires, to the vaſt Emoiu- 
ment of their Trade and Manufactures. Nay Num- 
bers of their Collieries, are ſituated far from Rivers, 
and come dear to the Conſumers, by the high Price 
of Land- carriage. Whereas this Kingdom is ſo 
admirably interſpers'd, by Loughs and Rivers, and 
vaſt Creeks of the Sea, which run far into the Land ; 
that by theſe natural Advantages, and the Help of 
artificial Canals, which may be form'd, (where the 
Conveniences of new Collieries may make it- ne- 
ceſſary) we may in Time, convey our Firing, to 
the very Doors of our Manufacturers. Who can 
be ignorant, what a vaſt Tax dear Coals are, on 
all concern'd in producing or working up any 
Commodity, for our own Uſe or Exportation. 
Nor 1s it leſs notorious, that if ever we hope to 
ſee ſuch thriving and induſtrious Towns, in this 
Part of the World, as Birmingham, Sheffield, Man: 
cheſter, Liverpool, &c. they mult be built and main- 
tained by the Conveniencies of neighbouring Coal 
Works. 

It would be a needleſs Detail to an intelligent 
Reader, to ſhew what Advantage they are of, to 
the burning Kilns of Brick, Tiles of all Sorts, 
and Lime; or how neceſſary theſe are to building, 
and how uſeful to the Improvement of our Towns 
or our Lands. Every one knows that the Works 
of many different Tradeſmen, muſt either greatly 
ſuffer, or as abſolutely ſtop without them, as the 
Forges of our Smiths, or our Founderies, Our 
Glaſs, Steel, Iron, Earthern, and ſeveral other Ma- 
nufactures, depend eminently on them and their 
Price ; and even in our Linnen and Woollen Bu- 
ſineſs, we can do nothing to Purpoſe without them. 
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It is true, while this Ifland was over-run with 
Woods and unprofitable Bogs, we were in leſs 
want of them; but the former are in a Manner 
quite gone, and in another Century, the Dublin 
Society, if ſufficiently aſſiſted by Parliament, will 
grudge us the burning the Remains of the latter, 
which they are draining and plowing up, as faſt as 


they can. This makes it neceſſary for us, to look 


about us in Time, and take care both of ſetting up 
new, and improving our old Collieries to the 
beſt Advantage. This laſt Bleſſing has been 
ſh:wn to be in our Power, and our Queriſt's plauſi- 
ble Objections againſt them, have methinks, 
been fully anſwered; and though, to avoid aſ- 
ſerting actual Falſities, that Author has pal- 
liated his ſubtle Attacks, under the Diſguiſe of 
Queries, yet I think I have by plain candid Truths, 
evidently ſhewn his Miſtakes, or his Artifices 
and that his Inſinuations as to our Collieries, are 
but vulgar Errors, or fraudulent Pretences. I ho 

I am not partial to myſelf, when I ſay, that I 
imagine, | have prov'd that his Objections as to 
our Canals, are alſo weak and trifling ; or at beſt, 
eafily obviated, and generally founded on com- 
mon Reports, or inſidious Repreſentations of Things, 
that have no Foundation in Truth and Facts. 
As the Cauſe I ſupport is fair and honeſt, and 
needs neither Palliatives nor Subterfuges, I have 
deteſted all the little Arts of Party-writing, in 
making its Defence. With the ſame View, and 
the ſame Freedom of thinking and ſpeaking, 
what I know is right, J ſhall allow that the 
Canal may have coſt us, by a fair Eſtimate, about 
45000 I. but I muſt aver at the ſame Time, that as 
a few Thouſands more will compleat it z the 
whole Expence, large as it ſeems, is a trifling Pur- 
Chaſe, for the prodigious Advantages it will evi- 
dently 
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dently ſecure to us. As this is undoubtedly the 
Caſe, it is to be hoped that the Queriſt's Attack 


both on that and the Collieries, may rather pro- 
mote and ferve, than diſcredit or deſtroy that 
happy Defign. Poſlibly his outragious and un- 
provoked Attempt, may contribute to awaken 
its Friends, inſtead of encouraging the undermin- 
ing Artifices of its Maligners ; ſince it is plain 
we are deeply intereſted, in the Support of that 
generous Enterprize, and perfecting it as ſpeedily 
as we can. 

There is not the ſmalleſt Doubt, but ever 
Member of our Navigation Board, will, like true 
Patriots, exert themſelves, in compleating this 
important Work which they have ſo happily car- 
ried on; they will, with their uſual Zeal and 
Spirit, take effectual Care, that after ſo conſider- 
able an Expence on our favourite Canals, the 
do not any longer lie uſeleſs and unſerviceable, 
when a moderate Coſt and Care, muſt render 
them and our Coal, of ſuch infinite Service to 
our preſent Manufactures, and thoſe which (en- 
couraged by the Cheapneſs of our Firing) may 
hereafter be ſet up in this Iſland, which begins 
to feel what Induſtry and Labour may pro- 
duce for her Service, They are too juſt, and too 
kind, to let the Proprietors ſuffer by the Loſs 
of ſuch large Sums, and ſo much Skill and Ap- 
plication, as their Collieries have already coſt 
them ; and will not let them be undone by their 
riſking ſo much of their Fortunes, for the en- 
riching and bleſſing the whole of their Country. 
To conclude, when fo noble, fo uſeful, ſo ſavin 
and gainful a Deſign, is now come ſo near its 
Perfection, and fo ſecure of Succeſs, if they con- 
tinue to protect it, they will never let their own 
Child periſh at their Door, for want of a little 


Care 
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Care and Zeal, to make it ſo prodigiouſly uſe- 
ful to the Kingdom, and at the ſame Time, an 
Honour to themſelves, and the very Name and 
Character of Ireland ! 

And here I gladly put an End, to this uneaſy, 
but well-intentioned Labour, of anſwering our very 
buſy Queriſt. I have treated him with all poſſi- 
ble Lenity and Indulgence, as this is the firſt 
Attack, but I muſt whiſper in his Ear, that if 
he returns to hurt our Country, he muſt, like 
ſome Perſons we Tranſport abroad, expect a ſe- 
verer Trial and Sentence, from 
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